*    THE CORONATION    *

Fourth and William the Fourth the contrast was very
striking.

The 'Queen looked very diminutive/ says Greville;
cthe effect of the procession itself was spoilt by being too
crowded'. The actual ceremony was very badly per-
formed, there had been no proper rehearsal. 'There was
a continual  difficulty  and   embarrassment,   and   the
Queen never knew what she was to do next. They made
her leave her chair and enter into St. Edward's Chapel
before the prayers were concluded, much to the discom-
fiture of the Archbishop. The ruby ring was made for
her little finger instead of her fourth, on which the
rubric prescribes it should be put. When the Archbishop
was to put it on, she extended the former but he said it
must be on the latter. She said it was too small and she
could not get it on ... but, as he insisted, she yielded,
but had first to take off all her other rings, and then this
was forced on, but it hurt her very much, and as soon as
the ceremony was over, she was obliged to bathe her
finger in iced water to get it off. . . .' 'The Queen looked
very well', thought Disraeli, 'and performed her part
with grace and  completeness/ but Lord  Melbourne
'looked very awkward and uncouth . , . holding the
great sword of state like a butcher'. Disraeli also men-
tions that 'the foreigners thought Lord Rolle's tumble
was a tenure by which he held his barony'. During this
part of the ceremony, the homage of the peers, which
took very long, a lively scramble was going on behind the
throne for the coronation medals, thrown about by the
Lord Treasurer 5 the Maids of Honour were specially
active, but the judges were too dignified to scramble and
came off badly.

The Queen had started for the Abbey at ten 5 she did
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